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L etters

U.S. Iroops deserve he
bes! equipment possible

I greally appreciated the edi-
torial In the Conpeclicyt Jawish
Ledger, (“Vuinerable Humvees,"
Jan. 9) that focused attanlion on
lhe igsue of Up-Armored High
Mabillty Multipurpose Whealed
Vehicles (HMMWVs) or Humvees
in Irag. This is an Issus wa have

besn working on for several

monlhs.

I was parl of a House Armed
Services Commitlee delegalion
that went lo Iraq In October and
saw firslhand the need 1o dellver
Up-Armored Humvges lo our
Iroops. '

Humvees are buill for use in
rapld maneuvering sllualions
such as pursuing the enemy
behind heavy armor and APCs.

thatl includes ensuring that they
have all the equipmenl necassary
1o do their work as salely as pos-
sible. As a member ol the House
Armed Services Commitles, | am .
working .with my colleaguss lo
maké sure they da. o

Rep. Rob Simmaons
(R-2nd Distrlet)

They ara not conslructed for use --

In palrol slluations where troops
are subjecl! lo terrorist attack and
the lype of improvised explosive
devices thal are claiming the lives
of courageous Americans now
serving in lraq.

I Informed Acting Secretary
Brownlee lhal although the Army
has made moving up-armored
vehlcles lo Iraq a lop priority, | am
unsalisfied with the rata of Imple-
menlalion.

Our men and women In Irag
are engaged In dangerous work
on our behall. We owe them nalh-
Ing less than our full support and



